Guide to Private Colleges and
Universities in South Carolina

Not all lenders
are the same.
National for-profit lenders often charge rates
of 8-12% for student loans. As South Carolina's
non-profit lender, we’re different. Our loans
start as low as 4.08%. Put our local
knowledge, easy process and low rates to work
for you.

Apply today at scstudentloan.org.
*APR rates range from 4.08% - 9.68%. Low rate shown includes
a .25% reduction for automatic bank draft. Competitor rate examples
are from their website as of 10/1/2020.
Some restrictions apply. See website for details.

Get to know the members of South Carolina
Independent Colleges and Universities
Great college experiences are ready for you throughout
South Carolina! After class, if you prefer hiking trails
close to school or want to dip your toes in the sand at a
lake or the beach, we’ve got you covered!

1530 Harden Street
Columbia, S.C. 29204
allenuniversity.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Allen University is an
academic community which
provides students an
opportunity to obtain
associate, baccalaureate,
and graduate degrees in
liberal arts and professional
programs in traditional and
distance education formats.
The university has a strong
unalterable commitment to
teaching in delivery of its
baccalaureate and
graduate
programs.

auyellowjackets.com

316 Boulevard
Anderson, SC 29621

andersonuniversity.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

For God and humanity,
Anderson University
seeks to be an innovative,
entrepreneurial,
premier comprehensive
university where liberal
arts, professional
studies, and graduate
studies thrive within an
uplifting, welcoming, and
distinctively Christian
community of diverse
faculty, staff and students
dedicated to intellectually
rigorous learning, a caring
and hospitable campus
culture, and personal
transformation.

autrojans.com

1600 Harden Street
Columbia, SC 29204
benedict.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

benedicttigers.com

Benedict College will
be a leader in providing
transformative learning
experiences for a
diverse student body,
defined by superior
cultural and professional
competencies that are
nurtured and developed
by faculty, staff and
stakeholders who value
innovation, customer
service, community and
industry engagement.

9200 University Boulevard
Charleston, SC 29406

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

charlestonsouthern.edu
Campus Tour

csusports.com

Charleston Southern University,
founded in 1964, is a private
Christian liberal arts college
affiliated with the South Carolina
Baptist Convention. Our vision is to
be a Christian university nationally
recognized for integrating faith in
learning, leading, and serving. We
believe that we are called to make a
difference. All of us. Together. Not
simply to make a difference, but
to be the difference in the lives of
others. To take that which has been
gifted to us, and to give it back: To
serve. To teach. To learn. To inspire.
And to make the Truth known to all.

400 Magnolia Street
Orangeburg, SC 29115
claflin.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Claflin University is a comprehensive institution of higher education affiliated with the United
Methodist Church. An historically black university founded in 1869, Claflin is committed to
providing students with access to exemplary educational opportunities in its undergraduate,
graduate, and continuing education programs. Claflin is dedicated to providing a studentcentered, liberal arts education grounded in cutting-edge research, experiential learning, stateof-the art technology, community service, and life-long personal and professional fulfillment.

athletics.claflin.edu

300 E. College Avenue
Hartsville, SC 29550
coker.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Located in Hartsville, South
Carolina, Coker is a
student-centered university
with a strong liberal arts core
granting bachelor’s degrees
in 30+ subject areas. Coker is
known for its signature round
table, discussion-based learning
combined with hands-on
experiences designed to
encourage active participation
inside and outside the
classroom. A supportive,
close-knit community prepares
our students with the confidence
and practical life skills they
need to reach their personal
best.

cokercobras.com

1301 Columbia College Drive
Columbia, SC 29203
columbiasc.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Columbia College’s
mission is to prepare
every student
personally and
professionally for
success through
strong professionl
programs
emphasizing service,
social justice,
and leadership
development.

gokoalas.com

7435 Monticello Road
Columbia, SC 29203
ciu.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

ciurams.com

Founded in 1923, Columbia
International University
is private, Christian and
multidenominational.
CIU specializes in Biblecentered professional
development that prepares
students to impact the
nations with the message of
Christ in ministry, missions
and the marketplace. The
university is recognized
for its emphasis on biblical
authority and world
evangelization.

580 E. Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
converse.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

govalkyries.com

Converse was founded in 1889 by citizens
of Spartanburg, SC who aimed to create an
educational experience that enables women “to
see clearly, decide wisely, and act justly.” Effective
July 1, 2021 it will acknowledge its university status
under the name Converse University, and in fall
2020 it welcomed its first undergraduate
co-educational incoming class. Converse is a
creator of opportunity for all academically qualified
students through a personalized education that is
combined with the professional and technical skills
graduates need to be successful in their careers.
Converse pushes beyond traditional boundaries to
make a quality educational experience available to
every qualified student who seeks it - both at the
undergraduate and post-graduate levels. Converse
College’s mission is to help students develop their
unique voice, a sense of value, and a vision for the
future.

2 Washington Street
Due West, SC 29639
erskine.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Erskine College exists to glorify God as a Christian academic
community where students are equipped to flourish as whole
persons for lives of service through the pursuit of undergraduate
liberal arts and graduate theological education.

erskinesports.com

Proudly partnering with colleges
and universities across South
Carolina, Sodexo dishes up
fresh, sustainable, chef-driven
menus. What’s on your table?

For more information, contact Don Sawicki:
Don.Sawicki@sodexo.com

864.423.1478

3300 Poinsett Highway
Greenville, SC 29613
furman.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

A premier liberal arts and sciences
university founded in 1826, Furman
University offers rigorous academics,
broad research opportunities, a robust
visual and performing arts program,
and NCAA Division I athletics.
Students live and learn on a campus
that is internationally recognized for
its traditional beauty and modern
facilities. At the heart of the university’s
academic experience is The Furman
Advantage. The Furman Advantage
guarantees every student an
unparalleled education that combines
classroom learning with real-world
experiences and self-discovery. This
integrated four-year pathway, guided
by a diverse community of mentors,
prepares students for lives of purpose
and accelerated career and community
impact – demonstrating in concrete
terms the value of a Furman education.

furmanpaladins.com

1115 College Drive
Gaffney, SC 29340
limestone.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

The mission of Limestone University
is to educate students from diverse
backgrounds in the liberal arts and
selected professional disciplines.
By providing degree programs
throughout South Carolina and
online, Limestone University offers
opportunities for personal and
professional growth to individuals
who may find access to higher
education difficult. In a nurturing,
supportive environment based
on Christian ideals and ethical
principles, students are challenged
to become critical thinkers and
effective communicators who are
prepared for responsible citizenship,
successful careers, and graduate
study.

golimestonesaints.com

100 West College Street
Sumter, SC 29150
morris.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

morris.edu/athletics

Morris College will be a
premier liberal arts and
career-focused institution in
Sumter, the state of
South Carolina and the
southern region; as well as
carry out its stated mission
as an institution
that is totally committed
to excellence in all areas
of operation and is driven
toward continuous
improvement.

2100 College Street
Newberry, SC 29108
newberry.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

newberrywolves.com

Newberry College
prepares students in
the Lutheran liberal
arts tradition through
its supportive academic
community for lifelong
intellectual and
personal development,
meaningful vocation, and
engaged citizenship in
the global society.

7801 N. Tigerville Road
Tigerville, SC 29688
ngu.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

North Greenville University exists to glorify God by cultivating
graduates who are equipped to serve as transformational leaders
for church and society.

nguathletics.com

503 South Broad Street
Clinton, SC 29325
presby.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

The compelling purpose of
Presbyterian College, as a
church-related college, is to
develop within the
framework of Christian
faith the mental, physical,
moral, and spiritual
capacities of each student
in preparation for a lifetime
of personal and vocational
fulfillment and responsible
contribution to our
democratic society and the
world community.

gobluehose.com

907 Wesleyan Drive
Central, SC 29630
swu.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Southern Wesleyan
University is a
Christ-centered,
student-focused learning
community devoted to
transforming lives by
challenging students to
be dedicated scholars and
servant-leaders who impact
the world for Christ.

swuathletics.com

1000 Powell Mill Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301
smcsc.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

gosmcpioneers.com

Spartanburg Methodist
College is a private residential
institution offering associate
and baccalaureate degrees
within the United Methodist
Connection. At SMC, lives
are transformed in a valuesoriented, student-centered
atmosphere in the Christian
tradition that encourages
academic excellence,
intellectual exploration, social
awareness, and character
development within the
liberal arts tradition.

213 Wiggins Drive
Denmark, SC 29042
voorhees.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

voorhees.edu/athletics

Voorhees College is a
private, coeducational
institution affiliated with
the Episcopal Church and
the United Negro College
Fund. From its founding
in 1897, Voorhees has
evolved into a leading
four-year liberal arts
institution committed to its
mission to meet the highest
standards for educating the
minds, hearts and spirits of
men and women.

429 North Church Street
Spartanburg, SC 29303
wofford.edu

Apply Now
Scholarships/
Financial Aid

Campus Tour

Wofford’s mission is to provide superior liberal arts education that prepares its students
for extraordinary and positive contributions to a global society. The focus of Wofford’s
mission is upon fostering commitment to excellence in character, performance,
leadership, service to others and lifelong learning. Wofford strives for sustainability in all
aspects of college life through respect for the environment and through our core values.

woffordterriers.com
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How do I get started?
How do I pay for college?

Start by making a To-Do list.
A great place to start is the U.S. Department of Education’s College Preparation
Checklist.
The checklist has pointers for everyone based on when you anticipate starting
college. So if you’re looking at starting college next fall, the cheklist will have specific
to-do items for you. The checklist will be different if yhou are a sophomore in high school
or even in middle school.

How do I pay for college?
Get to know studentaid.gov. This resource will explain the differences between
financial aid that you don’t have to repay (scholarships, grants, work study, etc.) and
aid that does require repayment (federal student loans and federal parent PLUS loans).
Maximize the financial aid you don’t have to repay first.
Learn about the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Most colleges and
universities require you and your parents to complete this application, as it drives the
calculation of your eligibility for federal and state grants. South Carolina colleges and
universities require you to complete the FAFSA in calculating your eligibility for their
grants and scholarships.
Calling all South Carolina residents! There are special scholarships and grants
available just for you! Choose to stay in South Carolina for your college education. You
could be eligible for significant grants and scholarships just for
South Carolina residents.
` South Carolina merit scholarships – Awarded by the state of South Carolina
to students who meet residency requirements and academic achievements.
Additional scholarship and grant opportunities are includedin this S.C.
Commission on Higher Education resource.
` S.C. Tuition Grants - S.C. Tuition Grants are available for eligible South Carolina
resident undergraduate students who choose to attend private colleges and
universities in South Carolina. More information is available from the S.C. Higher
Education Tuition Grants Commission.
South Carolina’s private colleges and universities offer significant scholarships and
grants. The best private colleges and universities in South Carolina have many ways to
make college education affordable for you.

Admissions and Financial Aid Resources
South Carolina’s Private Colleges and Universities
Learn more about the admissions process and scholarships/grants
available at South Carolina’s leading private colleges and universities.
Attending these colleges and universities is more affordable than you
might think!

College / University

Admissions links

Financial Aid links

Allen University

Allen admissions

Allen financial aid

Anderson University

Anderson admissions

Anderson financial aid

Benedict College

Benedict admissions

Benedict financial aid

Charleston Southern University

CSU admissions

CSU financial aid

Claflin University

Claflin admissions

Claflin financial aid

Coker University

Coker admissions

Coker financial aid

Columbia College

Columbia admissions

Columbia financial aid

Columbia International University CIU admissions

CIU financial aid

Converse College

Converse admissions

Converse financial aid

Erskine College

Erskine admissions

Erskine financial aid

Furman University

Furman admissions

Furman financial aid

Limestone University

Limestone admissions

Limestone financial aid

Morris College

Morris admissions

Morris financial aid

Newberry College

Newberry admissions

Newberry financial aid

North Greenville University

NGU admissions

NGU financial aid

Presbyterian College

PC admissions

PC financial aid

Southern Wesleyan University

SWU admissions

SWU financial aid

Spartanburg Methodist College

SMC admissions

SMC financial aid

Voorhes College

Voorhees admissions

Voorhees financial aid

Wofford College

Wofford admissions

Wofford financial aid

PIONEER COLLEGE CATERERS is a contract food service
management company, serving faith-based colleges, universities,
and seminaries exclusively since 1973. With an unyielding
commitment to relationships founded on integrity, trust, and a
shared mission, we are honored to be affiliates of South Carolina
Independent Colleges & Universities, Inc.
Pioneer College Caterers is proud to partner with SCICU members.

ALLEN UNIVERSITY
SOUTHERN WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
Pioneer is a committed partner through:
• Recruiting
• Retention
• Student Life
• Spiritual Mission
• Sustainability
• Financial Stewardship
Pioneer welcomes the consideration and the privilege of making
new SCICU member acquaintances.

IT WOULD BE A PLEASURE TO PARTNER
IN YOUR COMMUNITIES’ FUTURE!
Please contact Pioneer for more information.
888-432-3466 | www.pcconline.com

SCICU’s interactive guide is your best ONE-STOP resource
for finding links to college admissions, financial aid, and
scholarships offered at 20 leading private colleges and
universities located in South Carolina. Great opportunities
await you at SCICU colleges and universities!

Follow SCICU for the latest news on private colleges
and universities in South Carolina:
SCICU website
scicu.org
SCICU monthly email newsletter
Sign up here: http://bit.ly/SCICU-newsletter-signup
SCICU President - Jeff Perez
@SCICU_JeffPerez
SCICU Communications - Shay Shealy West
@SCICU_ShayWest

SCICU’s mission is to strengthen South Carolina’s independent colleges and
universities through collaboration, governmental advocacy, fundraising, and
public engagement so that every student may choose, afford, and earn an
independent college education that fits their personal values, professional
and social aspirations, and approach to learning.

South Carolina Independent College and Universities, Inc. (SCICU)
1706 Senate Street / Columbia, SC 29201 / 803-799-7122 / scicu.org

